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A Message From Lenses
Lenses is a 100% teen-organized news platform that provides teenagers with the chance
to share their thoughts and beliefs about the headlines that we see on a daily basis. Our
community aims to get teenagers’ ideas on ‘adult issues’ and provide accessible and
simplified news to our readers, who may not always have the chance to stay up to date
with the daily news.
Lenses intends to highlight the fact that though we all have different perspectives and
‘lenses’ when it comes to various issues, each of our beliefs matter and are worth
sharing with the community. Through a combination of long and short-form articles, as
well as short descriptions of important daily news on our social media, we intend to help
all teenagers stay informed about the world around them and learn about what other
Gen-Z members think when it comes to each of these issues.
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Newsflash
The Latest News

How the Hunga Tonga Volcano Eruption Impacted
the Island and Surrounding Nations
Nirja Divekar
Thousands were shaken up on the evening of January 15, as an underwater volcano
near the island of Tonga erupted. Following the eruption, communication lines were
down throughout the island, thousands were injured, houses, businesses, and cities
crumbled, and the concern of the population’s safety quickly rose up.
One of the most immediate concerns was the contamination of drinking water on the
island since the ash had polluted the ocean water surrounding Tonga. Another direct
concern was how foreign relief deliveries would be allowed to enter the country, due
to the COVID-19 restrictions. Tonga had shut their borders at the beginning of the
pandemic, in March 2020, to control the spread of the cases on the island, and allowing
transportation and intake of relief supplies would jeopardize the health of Tongans.
Several days after the eruption, it was still difficult to accurately assess the damage of the
volcano and the resulting events. Social media quickly created thousands of fundraisers and
announcements, informing the public of the disaster, but it was not enough to create disaster
prevention in the following week. According to the New York Times, “at least 10 sparsely
populated islands where buildings appeared to have been damaged had yet to be checked
by the Tongan Navy or any other agency, while at least one aid flight from Australia had been
turned back because of a positive Covid case on board.”
Tonga sits along the Ring of Fire in the South Pacific Ocean, an area where tectonic plates
grind into earthquakes and islands that are still rising from the deep alongside deadly active
volcanoes. The Hunga Tonga island specifically was building up its eruption for years and
showed early signs of gases towards the end of December, as well as several days before
the massive eruption, according to geologists. The volcano, although underwater, produced a
large amount of debris that fell through the air. Rocks and ash came with the debris, followed
by powerful waves of ocean water. The water flooded roads and it’s force was enough to rip
apart fences, mailboxes, and even houses. Once the power lines cut out, it was even more
difficult to assess the damage and provide assistance.
As of January 30th, three people were confirmed dead, as a result of the ocean waves that
were sweeping through the island. The damage is so pronounced that even satellite footage
from outer space has captured images of the devastating fallout and widespread impact of
the underwater volcano. According to a citizen on the island, “the sound on Saturday was
deafening and dizzying. Many people in Tonga have told relatives that it felt like a bomb went
off right next to them, and then kept going off again and again.”
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The damage done by the volcana was able to be seen across the ocean in California in the
United States. The West Coast in the U.S. saw relatively large waves from 4 to 6 feet, due to
the eruption and reportedly, some islands on the West Coast saw flashes of debris and ash
floating in the ocean.
In recent days, more progress to the restoration of the island has been made, and due to
social media, it has been easier than ever to communicate about donating, awareness, and
assistance. While unfortunate, this event was a long time coming, and many have stepped
out of their way to create relief aid forums, which established a greater sense of community
and support for the people of Tonga and all others affected.

Satellite
Image of the
Eruption
from January
6th, 2022
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Latest Headlines

Tens of thousands were left without power as the East Coast of the United
States as they face snowstorms

Tom Brady reportedly retired from the NFL, ending his alleged career as the
"greatest quarterback in the history of the NFL".
Tensions arise between Russia and Ukraine, alongside worldwide rumors
about a potential third World War

Flickering Through
Lenses Articles You Need to Read
Critical Race Theory
Opinion: Celebrities have a right to private lives
Transit Systems Consider Providing Fare-Free Rides
Opinion: Diverse Doctors Can Balance Systemic Racism
in Healthcare
The Catastrophic Shooting at Oxford High School
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The Rise of
Omicron
As of Monday, January 31st 2022

373 M
cases

74.2 M
cases

Sources: CDC, NYT

883 K
deaths

5.66 M
deaths

Worldwide
USA

U.S Vaccination Status

666 M

Total
Doses
Delivered

538 M

Total
Doses
Administered

75.3 %

87.8 M

Booster
Doses
Administered

41.5%

Updates
COVID-19 Vaccines
available for ages 5+
and Booster shot
available for ages 12+

63.8 %

of Population
Fully Vaccinated
of Population
with At Least
One Dose
of Fully Vaccinated
Population Boosted

US had their
highest ever
recorded COVID-19
cases on Jan. 12,
2022 since the
beginning of the
pandemic

New Variants found in
France, South Africa,
and Botswana
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Deep Cuts
Key topics of the month

It’s Been One Year Since the January 6th
Attacks — What’s Changed?
Purnima Vasistha

Image from UChicago

Upon confirmation of President-elect Joe Biden’s victory in the 2020 presidential
election, a group of President Donald Trump supporters began immediately
discrediting the results and claiming election fraud was present. This group
began to mobilize and plan a violent riot to protest what should have been a
peaceful transfer of power. On Jan. 6th, 2021, these rioters forced their way into
the U.S. Capitol Building by assaulting police officers, destroying federal
property, and sending members of Congress and their staff hiding.
Unfortunately, these rioters were partially successful in their attempts. On the
one hand, they were able to get into the building and disrupt congressional
proceedings as well as cause chaos to what should’ve been a typical day on
Capitol Hill. This terror attack left four dead and over 100 law enforcement
officials injured. On the other hand, their efforts did nothing to stop Biden from
taking office. In fact, if anything, the violent protest instead showed the American
public the kind of behavior our 45th president endorsed.
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In the days following the attack, both Republicans and Democrats called for a
committee to investigate. Unfortunately, they disagreed on what the committee
should focus on. Republicans wanted the committee’s efforts also to be focused
on violence and damage to property that was done by the racial justice protests
in the summer of 2020, claiming that the Democrats would use the committee to
discredit members of the GOP just in time for the upcoming election. Democrats
denied the claim, and progress in uncovering those responsible was halted.
In May of 2020, there was a bipartisan proposal on the table, but unfortunately,
the bill was blocked by Republicans both in the House and Senate. House
Democrats then moved to create a special investigative committee, which
passed 220-190. And thus, the Select Committee to Investigate the January 6th
Attack on the United States Capitol was born.
The select committee managed to uncover quite a few things since its creation,
including first-hand information of Trump’s whereabouts during the riots and the
involvement of Fox News, hosts such as Sean Hannity. Still, not much direct
action has been taken on the individuals named in the reports. As of Jan. 26th,
2022, in the most extensive U.S. investigation to date, 761 people have been
arrested with charges relating to the instruction.
Even a year after this tragic assault on democracy, what’s even more surprising is
not what’s changed but rather what hasn’t. Directly following the attack,
President Trump was heavily criticized and then later impeached for haven given
a speech in which he encouraged his supporters to march to the Capitol and
violently resist the election results. Despite being found guilty for insurrection
incitement, he unfortunately still remains an influential figure in the Republican
party and a contender to run for office again in three years.
During the one-year anniversary week, Biden and other congression Democrats
held events (such as speeches and memorials) in remembrance of the tragedy.
They also used the emotional week as a chance to supercharge their new, longstalled voting legislation. Republican leaders, unsurprisingly, were mostly absent.
Trump had initially planned to hold a press conference (his first one since leaving
office) on Thursday, Jan. 6th as well; however, he abruptly canceled after
consulting his advisors.
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Despite the embarrassment that was the U.S. Capitol Riot, things are slowly (and
quietly) returning to normal for those who denounced the actions of the rioters
and Trump. Many large corporations, such as Boeing and Chevron, that had
sworn to stop donations towards Republican congressmen and congresswomen
that supported the overturning of the election results have begun to fill their
pockets once again. Even the Republican legislators that had outright
condemned Trump for his actions, such as Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, have
quietly gone back to taking his side, forgetting about the lives lost just one year
ago.
Many promises were made following the attempted coup d'etat last year, many
made by Democrats, but it seems that one year later, not much has changed.
This lack of action begs a frightening question that has yet to be answered: If
America can move on from an insurrection at the U.S. Capitol Building, a direct
attack on the integrity of their democracy, what else will be swept under the rug?
More importantly, how many times do lives have to be lost before real change is
instituted?

Opinion: Encanto's Songs May Be the Best Disney's
Made; Some of Their Translations Are a Different
Story
Lucas Ribiero

After my 70th time listening to the popular Disney movie, Encanto’s soundtrack
on loop, I decided to switch the soundtrack to my other native tongue,
Portuguese, yet, for a film so rooted in diversity, many of the song translations
are sub-par.
One of the most popular songs in the movie was “Surface Pressure”, which was
sung by the older sister, Luisa, and described the immense pressure she face. In
the Brazilian Portuguese version of the song, however, the words "Under the
Surface" get switched to "I am nervous", and the lyric "I hide my nerves, and it
worsens, I worry something is gonna hurt us" is switched to what directly
translates as "I stay anxious, but I pretend to be brave". The whole song is
refocused from Luisa's worry about her family to instead focus on her angst
about her own actions; Luisa shifts from a strong but pressured character to a
weak, nervous one that no longer breaks as many stereotypes.
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However, this is not an isolated example. In Isabela’s solo song, "What Else Can I
Do", her first reaction to creating a new type of plant changes from excitement at
creating something new to doubt, as she sings "I don't know quite why".
And I know what you may be thinking, sacrifices are always made in translation,
especially in music. Surely Disney just did this because it was the only way to fit
the rhythm. But here, Disney proves themselves wrong. The European Portuguese
versions of Surface Pressure and What Else Can I Do, for example, were far more
true to the original meaning than the Brazilian version, while still retaining the
original rhythm.
While Encanto certainly made new strides in Disney's inclusion of diverse
characters in their movies, if they are to expand their definition of "diversity" into
allowing equitable access to their films' messages in other cultures, they can and
must do a better job translating.

Image from Disney

PAGE 7

Penny Points
Economy Updates

Federal Reserve Predicts Higher Inflation
Rates in 2022
Siddharth Kondam

In late 2019 and early 2020, the United States economy thrived.
Unemployment hit all-time lows, the workforce steadily grew stronger, and
interest rates remained low. However, with the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, these upward trends began to reverse. Markets began to crash,
poverty rates rose nationwide, and the job economy took devastating hits;
essentially, all economic progress over the last few years vanished. In the
months following, the U.S economy has slowly begun to recover, albeit with
ebbs and flows. Consequently, inflation has been on the rise, with the U.S.
Federal Reserve predicting even higher inflation rates in the new year.
On December 15th, 12 out of the 18 Federal Open Market Committee
members expected at least 3 interest rate raises next year due to increasing
inflation, a significant increase from September 2021’s prediction where 9
members expected just one rate hike. Additionally, the committee has
increased its inflation forecast for the new year, predicting it to become 5.3
percent this year, a large spike compared to the committee's previous
prediction of 4.2 percent in late 2022.
One explanation for the rising inflation rates can be attributed to sudden
shifts in consumer spending. For the first several months of the pandemic,
nearly every sector of the economy was negatively affected due to citizens
quarantining in their homes. Restaurants, entertainment venues, and other
businesses saw drastically low revenue because consumers were choosing
to spend less. Once these aspects of our daily life began to open up,
individual spending rose, creating high demands for a range of products
and goods.
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However, with the pandemic also came disruptions to the global supply
chain system as the necessary manufacturing, transporting, and logistical
efforts were hindered. Ultimately, the combination of surging demand but
high scarcity has led to the inflation of not only the U.S dollar but for
worldwide currencies.
To combat the pandemic-induced inflation, the Federal Reserve, which
serves as the central bank of the U.S, will likely pursue several measures.
On January 26th, U.S central bank chief Jerome Powell pledged to hike
rates and end its bond purchases in March in order to tame inflation down
to the 2 percent goal they sought to achieve. In addition, the Federal
Reserve plans to impose tighter restrictions on credit, which has been
utilized as a lifeline to support the U.S economy. Through the period of
rising inflation, a steady increase in the cost of living has resonated across
the country. The next steps Powell and the rest of the Federal Reserve
take could be the solution to this ever-growing issue.

A New Beginning for the American Workforce
– How Labor Unions are Redefining Workers’
Rights in the U.S.
Achraf Azzaoui

With the blatant politicization of the term, it's difficult to define what labor
unions are at their core. Labor Unions are essentially organizations of
workers within a company/industry who use collective bargaining
techniques to negotiate with their employers on improving work
conditions, salaries, benefits, and the overall welfare of their employees.
Labor unions have increased wages and bettered working conditions in
the past, but have also been criticized for reducing employee productivity,
driving up unemployment, and acting as exploitative monopolies. For
instance, former Wisconsin governor Scott Walker was quoted as saying
that labor unions “run counter to the spirit of free enterprise and
workplace flexibility."
PAGE 9

In the present day, support for unions is largely divided based on party
lines with Democrats advocating for laws such as binding arbitration to
help support the development of unions, while Republicans support
Right-to-Work laws that disallow mandatory union membership fees.
While Democrats claim to be in support of the advancement of collective
bargaining in the workplace, such legislation has been few and far
between, with labor union membership rates on a steady decline since the
1970s.
The presence of labor unions continued to grow in the U.S. since their
humble beginning in the Industrial Revolution, and after World War II, they
achieved great successes such as tripling weekly earnings in
manufacturing and contributing to the battle for civil rights legislation.
However, it is important to note that organized labor was still a sectional
movement, often inaccessible to low-wage secondary laborers, and in
some ways reproduced racial and gender-related inequities. As a whole,
labor unions’ influence was quickly erased in the 1970s, when union
membership fell by over 5 million between 1975 and 1985, largely due to
deregulation of industries, and outsourcing of labor. The election of
Ronald Reagan in 1980 only accelerated this process through his openly
anti-union administration, notoriously firing 11,359 air-traffic controllers
who went on strike after unsuccessful negotiations over working
conditions and working hours. By 2015, the influence of labor unions
reached an all-time low, with the share of the private sector workforce in
labor unions decreasing from 35% to 6.5% in the last half-century.
However, in the past year and a half, the perfect storm arose for a
revolution in industrial action; the COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic
disrupted the status quo and labor-management relations, as often
worker militancy increases after the aftermath of a long crisis, occurring in
the past following the Great Depression and both world wars.
Dissatisfaction about the labor market is at an all-time high, especially
among the essential workers who have sacrificed so much over the past
year and a half.
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In a phenomenon known as “Striketober”, 10,000 John Deere workers at 14
different plants struck over forced overtime, and before that, 24,000
nurses and healthcare workers at Kaiser Permanente represented by the
United Nurses Associations of California voted on a strike over a 1% wage
increase and benefit cuts proposed after negotiations. Additionally, in an
unprecedented move in the Hollywood industry, the International Alliance
of Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE) announced a strike authorization
for 60,000 workers in film and television, showing that this new labor
movement stretches across a variety of disciplines.
Following the pandemic and other unique circumstances, the leverage in
negotiations seems to have shifted from employers back over to the
employees themselves. The court of public opinion is tilting in the favor of
labor organizers, with 68% of Americans approving of labor unions in 2021,
the highest measured since 1965. Furthermore, support is particularly high
among Democrats with an approval rate of 90%, and the current
Democratic administration claims to be the most pro-union the U.S. has
ever experienced. Reagan’s firing of over 10,000 members of the
Professional Air Traffic Controllers Organization redefined labor relations
by making it acceptable to replace workers on strike, but Biden’s
endorsement of the Protecting the Right to Organize Act, and public
support for striking Kellog’s workers seem to be having the opposite
effect.
Another phenomenon, known as the “Great Resignation”, is further tipping
the scale of leverage in favor of workers. A record number of American
workers are willingly quitting their jobs, reaching unheard-of levels of 3%
in September 2021, concentrated among mid-career workers in their 30s
and those in service industries. As employers in industries with
controversially low pay and bad conditions are having difficulties finding
and retaining workers, their hands are tied and forced to offer higher
wages, better benefits, and change their business models. Countless
companies such as Bank of America, Walmart, and Amazon have had to
raise their minimum wages significantly, up to $21 in the case of Bank of
America.
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Upcoming Events
Black History Month
February is recognized as Black History Month, an annual celebration of achievements by African
Americans and a time for recognizing their central role in U.S. history. The Black History Month
2022 theme, “Black Health and Wellness,” explores "the legacy of Black scholars and medical
practitioners in Western medicine throughout the African Diaspora".
Chinese New Year
Chinese New Year 2022 falls on Tuesday, February 1st, 2022, and celebrations culminate with
the Lantern Festival on February 15th, 2022. Chinese New Year marks the transition between
zodiac signs: 2022 is the year of the Tiger; 2021 the year of the Ox.

2022 Winter Olympics
The 2022 Winter Olympics are scheduled to take place from 4 to 20 February 2022 in Beijing,
China. Ninety-one countries will participate in the 2022 Winter Olympics, with approximately
3,000 athletes in events including cross-country skiing, figure skating, ice hockey, and
snowboarding.

Superbowl LVI
The NFL championship game will take place on Sunday, February 13th, 2022 at the SoFi stadium
in Los Angeles. The Los Angeles Rams, from the NFC, will face the Cincinnati Bengals, the AFC
champions. The Pepsi Super Bowl Halftime Show will feature Dr. Dre, Snoop Dogg, and Eminem.

The Oscars
The 94th Academy Awards ceremony, presented by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences, will honor the best films of 2021, at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, Los Angeles,
California on March 27, 2022. The 2022 Oscar nominations will be unveiled on February 8.

Look out for Lenses' podcast coming out next week about Ethical A.I.,
featuring Hosts, Simar Narula and Vihaan Mathur, and Guest, Sneha
Revanur, founder of nonprofit, Encode Justice.
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