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A Message From Lenses
Lenses is a 100% teen-organized news platform that provides teenagers with the chance
to share their thoughts and beliefs about the headlines that we see on a daily basis. Our
community aims to get teenagers’ ideas on ‘adult issues’ and provide accessible and
simplified news to our readers, who may not always have the chance to stay up to date
with the daily news.
Lenses intends to highlight the fact that though we all have different perspectives and
‘lenses’ when it comes to various issues, each of our beliefs matter and are worth
sharing with the community. Through a combination of long and short-form articles, as
well as short descriptions of important daily news on our social media, we intend to help
all teenagers stay informed about the world around them and learn about what other
Gen-Z members think when it comes to each of these issues.
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Newsflash
The Latest News

Amber Heard is Found Guilty and Liable for Defamation
in the Lawsuit Against Johnny Depp
Nirja Divekar
Weeks ago, Johnny Depp was awarded $15 million in damages following a long
lawsuit that took place in the Fairfax County Court Circuit in Virginia. The lawsuit began
when Depp sued in 2019 for $50 million over a December 2018 op-ed she wrote in The
Washington Post describing herself as "a public figure representing domestic abuse."
Amber Heard sued Depp back in 2020, resulting in competing defamation claims.
Depp’s lawyer, Camille Vasquez, following the verdict announcement, received a lot of
attention in media and was accused of having a romantic relationship with her client,
Johnny Depp.
She was quickly promoted to partner of her law firm following the verdict, due to the
fame that rose directly after the case was closed. The case gained a lot of recognition
due to Depp’s larger roles in the entertainment industry, such as Captain Jack Sparrow
in Pirates of the Caribbean.
His presence on social media, especially TikTok, contributed to the attention that this
case received.
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COVID-19
Updates
As of Tuesday, May 31st 2022

529 M
cases

83. 7 M
cases

Sources: CDC, AP

1M
deaths

6.3
deaths

Worldwide
USA

U.S Vaccination Status

746 M

Total
Doses
Delivered

586 M

Total
Doses
Administered

77.8 %

103 M

Booster
Doses
Administered

46.7%

66.6 %

of Population
Fully Vaccinated
of Population
with At Least
One Dose
of Fully Vaccinated
Population Boosted

Updates
The CDC recently
approved the COVID19 Booster shot for
children aged 5-11
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Deep Cuts
Key topics of the month

Breaking down the Uvalde Shooting: What
Really Happened?
Achraf Azzaoui

On Tuesday, May 24th, a horrific mass shooting at Robb Elementary School in
Uvalde, Texas, left 19 children and two teachers dead, making it the secondlargest school shooting in American history. The deadliest school shooting, which
took place at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newton, Connecticut, left 20
small children and six adults dead almost exactly a decade ago. The lack of gun
reform within the past ten years has now been exemplified by the tragic deaths
of 21 innocent Americans.
During a press conference on the 25th, Texas Governor Greg Abbot and other
officials said that the 18-year-old shooter shot his grandmother at her house
nearby before heading to the school. She managed to alert authorities before
being transported to the hospital, where she is now alive but in critical condition.
After shooting his grandmother, the killer stole her truck and fled, crashing it
down the road near the school. According to Abbott, officers with the school
district approached and engaged the gunman as he ran up with an AR-15, but
ultimately he was supposedly able to get around them, accessing the building
through a backdoor and running down the hallway before entering a classroom.
However, this information has been disputed, and law enforcement authorities
have been met with more and more questions and criticisms over how long it
took them to storm the elementary school.
According to official accounts, the first report of the gunman approaching the
school was made at around 11:30 a.m., but he wasn't shot and killed by a tactical
unit until about 1 p.m. During a press conference on May 25th, Victor Escalon Jr.,
the Public Safety South Texas department head, said that a gunman entered the
building at around 11:40 a.m.
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After shooting at nearby witnesses, climbing a fence into the school parking lot,
and shooting at the school, his reports say that the suspect was unobstructed as
he entered the school, disputing his department's previous claim about the
shooter.
When asked by reporters if there was a school officer on campus and if the
officer was unarmed, he confirmed that there was not.
Escalon then went on to say that the police for multiple local units arrived 4
minutes later and moved back and took cover after the suspect fired at them,
hitting some, saying the gunman went into the classroom where he shot and
killed all the victims.
The police did not initially make entry because of the gunfire they had received,
saying the officers called for backup and additional resources while evaluating
children and teachers from other parts of the school. Border patrol and tactical
teams arrived within the next hour, entering and fatally shooting the gunman.
Notably, Escalon could not answer the most pressing questions: Why did it take
an hour for law enforcement to breach the classroom and shoot the gunman?
Could they have gone in sooner?
To make matters worse, initial accounts from top-end enforcement officials and
politicians that praised the responding officers for "acting so quickly" have now
been countered by multiple witnesses on the scene. Javier Cazares, a parent
outside the attack and whose 9-year-old daughter was killed, explicitly told
reporters that "they said they rushed in and all that. We [the parents outside]
didn't see that."
He and other witnesses also said they offered to help the officers themselves, as
they didn't see the units take much immediate action. "There were plenty of men
out there armed to the teeth that could have gone in faster," he says. "This could
have been over in a couple minutes... more kids would have been saved, in my
opinion."
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Similar accounts have been backed up by numerous witnesses who told
reporters that the parents outside were angrily arguing with police for not
storming the school. One witness, Victor Luna, who had a son and two
grandchildren at the school, told reporters that when they finally did take action,
the law enforcement's response seemed disorganized.
He claimed that even once police appeared inside the school, they weren't
aware that the gunman had already been contained. "We saw a lot of cops
running everywhere," he says. Cazarez also told reporters that it took 15 or 20
minutes for law enforcement officials to even bring protective shields to go into
the school, saying they were there without the proper equipment.
The failure of the local police force to apprehend the shooter earlier than they
did takes away from the narrative that a lot of Republicans have been pushing to
combat calls for gun reform: a good guy with a gun stops a bad guy with a gun.
Many conservative lawmakers are now arguing that the shooting could have
been prevented if the school had only one door into and out of the building.
Others, such as political commentator Hasan Piker push back against this
narrative, saying, "The reason why [conservatives are] moving fast from the ‘good
guys with guns would have solved the situation’ to ‘good guys with guns at one
door’ is because the cops there demonstrably failed to stop him… now they got to
add layers."

Image from Vanity
Fair
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Understanding the Leaked Roe v. Wade Draft
Purnima Vasistha

On May 2nd, 2022, a draft that states that the Supreme Court justices voted to
strike down the landmark Roe v. Wade decision was leaked and obtained by leftleaning news source POLITICO. The 98-page initial draft majority opinion written
by Justice Samuel Alito would effectively overturn the 1973 SCOTUS decision
and leave the controversial topic of abortion access to individual state
governments. In order words, it would lead to the end of federal jurisdiction over
abortion rights.
According to the document, the draft opinion was circulated among the Justices
in February earlier this year. In the midst of the highly-watched Mississippi court
case dealing with the state’s 15-week abortion ban, Alito says that the majority of
the court sided with Mississippi. This majority overrules an appeals court decision
that determined that the law went against Supreme Court precedent on fetal
viability, a medical term denoting the point at which a fetus can survive outside
the womb.
This comes as no shock, seeing as conservative justices had signaled they would
vote this way during oral arguments back in December. In fact, many experts had
already speculated that the court would issue a narrow ruling that chipped away
at some of the protections provided under Roe. However, this draft goes beyond
just siding with Mississippi and moves to overturn Roe completely.
In his draft, Alito states that not only does the majority support overturning Roe
entirely, but also Planned Parenthood v. Casey, the subsequent 1992 opinion that
upheld it. He writes, “We hold that Roe and Casey must be overruled. It is time to
heed the Constitution and return the issue of abortion to the people’s elected
representatives,” referencing a common argument used by conservatives to
argue against the use of abortion.
According to them, because nothing in the text or structure of the Constitution
supports abortion as a right, it is an issue that should be left to the states. “The
Constitution does not prohibit the citizens of each state from regulating or
prohibiting abortion,” the draft reads. “Roe and Casey arrogated that authority.
We now overrule those decisions and return that authority to the people and
their elected representatives.”
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The majority of this draft is focused on the central argument that the long and
complex history of abortion being criminalized in the U.S. proves that it is not a
protected right in the Constitution. In other words, Alito claims that rights
protected by the Constitution but not explicitly mentioned, otherwise known as
enumerated rights, need to be firmly rooted in American tradition and history.
But as places like POLITICO have noted, “that form of analysis seems at odds
with several of the court’s recent decisions, including many of its rulings backing
gay rights.”
This analysis is especially concerning because the Supreme Court has
recognized many enumerated rights that don’t have the aforementioned “deep
roots” in U.S. history. In the draft, Alito directly mentions Lawrence v. Texas (2003)
and Obergfell v. Hodges (2015), decisions that established the right of samegender couples to be intimate and get married, respectively. He describes them
as “appeals to a broader right to autonomy,” claiming that their “high level of
generality” could “license fundamental rights to illicit drug use, prostitution, and
the like.” Essentially, this decision could endanger the last 50 years of precedent.
However, it is essential to understand that if Roe v. Wade is overturned, abortion
will not be outlawed everywhere. States would be given the authority to decide
whether to ban abortion or restrict it beyond what was previously allowed.
Because this decision has not been finalized yet, as of right now, abortion is still
legal everywhere. If Roe is overturned, 13 states would immediately react
through trigger laws (laws put in place to automatically ban abortion in the first
and second trimesters in the case of Roe being overturned).
Experts also say that about a dozen other states would likely prohibit or severely
limit the procedure soon after, with all of the bans primarily concentrated in the
South, Midwest, and Great Plains. Those against the ban argue that this will
disproportionately impact those in poverty and people of color who cannot
spend the time and money needed to travel to other states to get abortions.
Experts also say that repealing Roe will seriously impact women’s health in that
abortion rates will not drop but that women will seek more dangerous methods
of terminating a pregnancy.
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Upcoming Events
Juneteenth
Juneteenth is going to be celebrated on June 19th 2022. It is celebrated to mark the abolishing of
slavery through the 13th Amendment. It is also a reminder of the continued issues of systemic
racism, police brutality, and discrimination and a celebration of Black History. Just last year,
President Biden declared Juneteenth a federal holiday, the first new one added almost 40 years
ago.
Pride Month
Pride Month, during the month of June, is celebrated by LGBTQ and non-LGBTQ groups around
the world. It was originally intended to mark the yearly anniversary of the 1969 Stonewall riots in
New York city. It has evolved into international festivals filled with performances, parades,
costumes, pride flags, and parties .
Wimbledon
Wimbledon is the largest and most famous yearly tennis competition held in London. It is one of
the four "Grand Slam" tennis tournaments, the other three being the U.S. Open, the Australian
Open, and the French Open. It will be held from 27 June to 10 July. The first competition was in
1877 and the winners last year in the singles category were Novak Djokovic (gentlemen's) and
Ashleigh Barty (ladies').
Father's Day
Father's Day will be celebrated on June 19th, 2022. It is celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of June
every year in the United States, and is a celebration of fatherhood, and what fathers do for their
children. Families typically buy gifts and go to a restaurant, and outside of the United States, it is
celebrated in more than 100 countries with different names but similar activities.

Anniversary of D-Day
D-Day is celebrated every year to mark the anniversary of D-Day: the invasion of Normandy on
June 6, 1944. It resulted in the liberation of France, and greatly aided the allies in winning
World War 2. 2022 marks the 78th anniversary of D-Day and history museums around the
world will host special celebrations while other celebrations honor the soldiers who fell that
day.
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